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WorldCat knowledge base quality:
Connections between the KB and bib records
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WORLDCAT KNOWLEDGE BASE 

QUALITY AND CONNECTIONS 

WITH BIB DATA
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What is the WorldCat knowledge base? 

The WorldCat knowledge base is a dynamic database that 

enables libraries to manage their subscribed and open access 

e-resources through WorldShare Collection Manager.
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What’s inside the WorldCat knowledge base? 

Summary

Content Providers           6,793

Collections                    22,594

KB Titles                 53,409,504

KB Title Counts by Format

Ebook 45,069,259

Journal                     4,400,543

Video                        2,486,029

Audio                        1,050,944

Other                           402,729
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What’s inside the WorldCat knowledge base? 
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How is the WorldCat knowledge base used?

The WorldCat knowledge 

base provides metadata for:

Setting WorldCat holdings which 

returns relevant search results 

within WorldCat Discovery.
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Automate your holdings management

Autoload WorldCat Knowledge Base Providers

For more information, visit oc.lc/autoload

Future partners: 
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How is the WorldCat knowledge base used?

The WorldCat knowledge base provides metadata for:

– Delivering MARC records of held KB titles within WorldShare

Collection Manager with proxied URLs.
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What is KBART?

https://www.niso.org/standards-committees/kbart

https://www.uksg.org/sites/uksg.org/files/KBART_Phase_I_Recommended_Practice.pdf

https://www.niso.org/publications/rp-9-2014-kbart

Knowledge Bases And Related Tools is a NISO Recommended Practice “... to ensure 

the timely transfer of accurate data to knowledge bases and link resolver providers.”

KBART is a tab-delimited file format that contains title list and coverage data 

information which content providers, knowledge base vendors and libraries use to 

supply and manage e-resources.
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KBART Fields (OCLC)

publication_title

print_identifier

online_identifier

date_first_issue_online

num_first_vol_online

num_first_issue_online

date_last_issue_online

num_last_issue_online

num_last_vol_online

title_url

first_author

title_id

embargo_info

coverage_depth

coverage_notes (notes)

publisher_name

location

title_notes

staff_notes

vendor_id

oclc_collection_name

oclc_collection_id

oclc_entry_id

oclc_linkscheme

oclc_number

ACTION



Green/Left fields are KBART recommended practice defined 
Orange/Right fields are OCLC KBART defined
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KBART Fields (OCLC)
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KB and bib correlations
Any record

publication_title = 245a (+ 245b and/or 245p 

when applicable)

date_first_issue_online = 260c or 264c

date_last_issue_online = 260c or 264c

coverage_depth = Type of Record - Not 1:1

publisher_name = 260b or 264b

title_url = 856u

title_id = 856u sub-string

oclc_number = 001a

Monographs

print_identifier = 020a

online_identifier = 020a

first_author = 100a

Serials

print_identifier = 022a

online_identifier = 022a



KB and LHR correlations

Print Serials

date_first_issue_online

num_first_vol_online

num_first_issue_online

date_last_issue_online

num_last_vol_online

num_last_issue_online

Miscellaneous

location

title_notes

staff_notes
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WORLDCAT KNOWLEDGE BASE 

BEST PRACTICES

25



Data fields to include
Required (minimum)

publication_title

coverage_depth

title_url (e-content only)

oclc_collection_id

oclc_entry_id (customizable collections only)

Action

Recommended (when applicable)

print_identifier*

online_identifier*

date_first_issue_online, date_last_issue_online*

num_first_vol_online, num_last_vol_online

num_first_issue_online, num_last_issue_online

first_author

title_id

embargo_info

publisher_name

oclc_number*
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Data info to include

• Enables MARC record delivery and holdings management

OCLC number (OCN)

• Both support matching

• ISSN support deep linking and article holdings management

ISBN & ISSN (for both print and online)

• Supports matching

Sub-title
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Data info to include

• Supports matching

First author last name, publication information and date

• Entry ID allows for customization for cooperative management collections

• Title ID supports deep-linking and cooperative process

OCLC entry ID and title ID

• Prevents format “mismatches” between WorldCat record and KB title

Appropriate coverage depth 



Data formatting

• Use 26 field KBART (OCLC) header when managing 

collections

• For coverage dates use format YYYY-MM-DD

• Avoid including leading values (e.g., v. or no.) for 

enumerations

• Represent ISBNs with 13 digits without hyphens

• Represent ISSNs with a hyphen

• When including first_author use the last name first
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Data formatting

• Title URLs should not contain proxy prefix, these are 

affixed through collection-level linking settings

• Avoid erroneous formatting issues in Microsoft Excel by 

pasting from other sources into a new worksheet as plain 

text

• Choose the appropriate text encoding level that best 

handles characters within your collection data
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Need more information? 

See oc.lc/oclc-kbart-

data which includes 

information about 

data formatting, 

entering coverage 

information, and 

using KBART files to 

create collections 

and modify title data
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Questions?

Please submit questions through chat

Robin Six

Database 

Specialist II
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Senior 
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Support 
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Robert Bremer

Senior 

Consulting 

Database 

Specialist

Cynthia Whitacre

Senior Metadata 

Operations 

Manager

Hayley Moreno

Database 

Specialist II

Charlene Morrison

Database 

Specialist II

Laura 

Ramsey

Senior 

Metadata 

Operations 

Manager

32



33

Thank you!
Send cataloging policy questions 

at anytime to:

askqc@oclc.org

Session links available at: 

oc.lc/askqc

Next Virtual AskQC Office Hours:

Topic: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5: Everything you wanted to 

know about stats but were afraid to ask

Wednesday, October 9, 2019

1:00 PM Eastern

Registration available at oc.lc/askqc


