
Virtual AskQC Office Hours
Unraveling the mysteries of a merge 

and DDR improvements

OCLC Metadata Quality

August 2020



Housekeeping

• This session is being recorded

August 2020
Virtual AskQC Office Hours: Unraveling the mysteries of a merge and DDR 
improvements

2



Housekeeping

• This session is being recorded

• All session recordings, slides, 
and notes are available at 
oc.lc/askqc

August 2020
Virtual AskQC Office Hours: Unraveling the mysteries of a merge and DDR 
improvements

3

https://help.oclc.org/WorldCat/Metadata_Quality/AskQC


Housekeeping

• This session is being recorded

• All session recordings, slides, 
and notes are available at 
oc.lc/askqc

• After the session, you will be 
directed to a brief, optional 
survey
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What is a merge?

• Two or more duplicate 
bibliographic records combined 
into 1 record

• Can happen via manual or 
automated process

Photo by Lance Grandahl on Unsplash
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https://unsplash.com/@lg17?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/merging?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Identifying a merge

010      85003049 

040      DNLM/DLC ǂb eng ǂc DLC ǂd NLM ǂd UKM ǂd MUQ ǂd BAKER 

ǂd NLGGC ǂd BTCTA

019      11725301 ǂa 19323786 ǂa 59696426

020      0814796621 ǂq (alk. paper)

020      9780814796627 ǂq (alk. paper)

100 1   Zarit, Steven H.

245 14 The hidden victims of Alzheimer's disease : ǂb families under 

stress / ǂc Steven H. Zarit, Nancy K. Orr, Judy M. Zarit.

260      New York : ǂb New York University Press, ǂc 1985.

300      viii, 218 pages : ǂb illustrations ; ǂc 24 cm
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Photo by Andre Guerra on Unsplash

Incorrect 
merges
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Photo by Ali Hajian on Unsplash
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Journal History Tool
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Incorrect Merge
008       140430s2007 wau ol s000 0 eng d
006 m     o  d s
007 c ǂb r ǂd m ǂe n
040 WRJ ǂb eng ǂc WRJ ǂd WRJ ǂd OCLCO ǂd OCLCA ǂd NTE ǂd OCLCQ ǂd XFF
019 137262224
245 00 Rule adoption notice : ǂb remedial action grants & loans, Chapter 173-322 WAC.
246 30  Remedial action grants & loans, Chapter 173-322 WAC
260       [Olympia, Wash.] : ǂb Washington State Dept. of Ecology, ǂc [2007] 
300 1 online resource ([2] pages)
776 08 ǂi Print version: ǂt Rule adoption notice, remedial action grants & loans, Chapter 173-

322 WAC ǂw (OCoLC)137262224
856 40 ǂu http://www.digitalarchives.wa.gov/ViewRecordMedia.aspx?RID=0C410D62DF76B3
856 41 ǂu http://www.ecy.wa.gov/pubs/0707011.pdf
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Journal History Tool: Pre-merge image
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Journal History Tool: Pre-merge image
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Correct Merge
006 m o d
007 c ǂb r ǂe ǂg ---
010       2018057929
040       DLC ǂb eng ǂe rda ǂc DLC ǂd OCLCO ǂd OCLCF ǂd YDX ǂd BDX ǂd YDX ǂd YUS ǂd PUL ǂd KSU ǂd PSC ǂd EUQ
019       1139900849
020       9781439915660 ǂq (hardcover ǂq alkaline paper)
020       1439915660 ǂq (hardcover ǂq alkaline paper)
100 1    Nickels, Ashley E., ǂe author.
245 10  Power, participation, and protest in Flint, Michigan : ǂb unpacking the policy paradox of municipal takeovers / 

ǂc Ashley E. Nickels.
264 1   Philadelphia : ǂb Temple University Press, ǂc 2019.
264   4 ǂc ©2019
300       xiii, 255 pages : ǂb illustrations, map ; ǂc 22 cm
336       text ǂb txt ǂ2 rdacontent
337       unmediated ǂb n ǂ2 rdamedia
338       volume ǂb nc ǂ2 rdacarrier
776 08 ǂi Online version: ǂa Nickels, Ashley E. ǂt Power, participation, and protest in Flint, Michigan. ǂd Philadelphia : 

Temple University Press, 2019 ǂz 9781439915684 ǂw (DLC)  2019005059
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Journal History Tool: Pre-merge image
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Journal History Tool: Pre-merge image
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Duplicate Detection and 
Resolution (DDR) improvements
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Why report suspicious merges?

Opportunities for 
improvements to 
merging algorithms

Metadata Quality staff 
work closely with 
development staff

WorldCat Matching 
release notes

Photo by Alistair MacRobert on Unsplash
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https://unsplash.com/@alistairmacrobert?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/confusion?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


WorldCat Matching Release Notes

Release Date: January 16, 2020

Introduction

This release of changes to WorldCat Matching involves the following improvements to Duplicate Detection 
and Resolution (DDR):

Improved DDR Comparison of Medium of Performance Differences for Musical Scores.

Improved DDR Matching of Extent in Field 300.

Improved DDR Matching of Online Serials.

Improved DDR Matching of Roman and Arabic Numerals in Titles.

These improvements have been prompted primarily by feedback from members of the OCLC cooperative 
and accomplished by the discussion, investigation, and testing work of the matching team at OCLC.

https://help.oclc.org/Librarian_Toolbox
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WorldCat Matching Release Notes

Improved DDR matching of online serials
DDR matching now identifies and merges more duplicate records for online 
manifestations of continuing resources. Previously, such records with identical 
OCLC symbols in field 040 subfield $c were purposely not being merged under the 
supposition that the institution intended separate records for legitimate reasons. 
In the time since the 2009 implementation of this rule, multiple improvements 
especially to title and “author” matching have proven themselves to be more 
effective in making accurate matches to such an extent that the old rule has 
become counterproductive. Removal of this outdated rule means fewer duplicates 
for electronic serials.
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Photo by Nikhita Singhal on Unsplash

How does a 
record get to 
DDR?
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https://unsplash.com/@nikhita?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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DDR flows

Records added through DataSync – within 48 hours

Records added online – 7 days

Records updated online (significant changes) – 7 days
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DDR exceptions

Digital Gateway 
records

Publication date 
prior to 1830-
recently changed

Map records with 
a publication date 
prior to 1900

Photo by Anwaar Ali on Unsplash

CONSER to 
CONSER

Scipio records-art 
and rare book 
sales catalogs  

Records for 
photographs

Records with rare 
book cataloging 
description codes 
in 040 $e
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https://unsplash.com/@cinematicphoto?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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September Virtual AskQC Office Hours
Connexion macros

Tuesday, 8 Sept. at 9:00 AM Eastern
Thursday, 17 Sept. at 4:00 PM Eastern

Registration and session links 
available at oc.lc/askqc

May 2020 Virtual AskQC Office Hours: The mysterious 3xx fields30

Thank you!

Send cataloging policy questions at 
any time to askqc@oclc.org

Photo by Eric Rothermel on Unsplash

https://help.oclc.org/WorldCat/Metadata_Quality/AskQC
mailto:askqc@oclc.org
https://unsplash.com/@erothermel?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/calendar?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText

